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What Led to REvolution 
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The Road to Independence 

June 11, 1776 

Congress appointed three concurrent 

committees in response to the Lee 

Resolution: one to draft a declaration 

of independence, a second to draw up 

a plan "for forming foreign alliances," 

and a third to "prepare and digest the 

form of a confederation."  

June 12, 1776 

VIRGINIA DECLARATION OF 

RIGHTS 

Virginia's Declaration of Rights was drawn 

upon by Thomas Je4erson for the opening 

paragraphs of the Declaration of 

Independence. It was widely copied by the 

other colonies and became the basis of the Bill 

of Rights. Written by George Mason,  

it was adopted by the Virginia Constitutional 

Convention on June 12, 1776.  

June 7, 1776 

LEE RESOLUTION 

Richard Henry Lee of Virginia, 

introduced this resolution in the Second 

Continental Congress proposing 

independence for the American 

colonies.  

June 29, 1776 

VIRGINIA CONSTITUTION 

The Constitution of Virginia, adopted by 

the Virginia Convention, establishes the 

powers of a governor, Council of State, 

and General Assembly independent of 

Great Britain. independence, a second to 

draw up a plan "for forming foreign 

alliances," and a third to "prepare and 

digest the form of a confederation."  

 

July 4, 1776 

DECLARATION OF 

INDEPENDENCE 

It was designed for multiple 

audiences: the King, the colonists, and 

the world. It was also designed to 

multitask. Its goals were to rally the 

troops, win foreign allies, and to 

announce the creation of a new 

country.  
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Creation Doctrine 

It is a maxum of law that, “The derivative power cannot be greater than the original from which it is 

derived.” (Noy, Max.; Wing. Max. 66; Finch, Law, b. 1, c. 3.)   That is to say that a creator can 

never be inferior to its creation.   
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Preamble 

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one 

people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with 

another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate 

and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God 

entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that 

they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation. 

 

Declaration of Natural Rights 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, 

that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 

that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That 

to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, 

deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, --That 

whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these 

ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to 

institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and 

organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to 

e4ect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that 

Governments long established should not be changed for light and 

transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that 

mankind are more disposed to su4er, while evils are su4erable, than to 

right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are 

accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing 

invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under 

absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw o4 such 

Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.--

Such has been the patient su4erance of these Colonies; and such is 

now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems 

of Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a 

history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object 

the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove 

this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world. 

Declaration of Independence 

Why was the Declaration 

of Independence written? 

 

 

 

 

 

Who has the authority to 

give rights to mankind? 

 

 

 

 

What does it mean that 

our rights are 

unalienable? 

 

 

 

 

When do we have a right 

to alter or abolish 

government and create a 

new one? 

 

 

 

 

 

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America. 
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List of Grievances 

1. He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good. 

2. He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless 

suspended in their operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has 

utterly neglected to attend to them. 

3. He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those 

people would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them 

and formidable to tyrants only. 

4. He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the 

depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his 

measures. 

5. He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his invasions 

on the rights of the people. 

6. He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the 

Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their exercise; 

the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and 

convulsions within. 

7. He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws 

for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations hither, and 

raising the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. 

8. He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing 

Judiciary powers. 

9. He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their oKces, and the amount and 

payment of their salaries. 

10. He has erected a multitude of New OKces, and sent hither swarms of OKcers to harrass our people, 

and eat out their substance. 

11. He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our legislatures. 

12. He has a4ected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil power. 

13. He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and 

unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation: 

14. For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: 

15. For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders which they should commit 

on the Inhabitants of these States: 

16. For cutting o4 our Trade with all parts of the world: 

17. For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent: 

18. For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury: 
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19. For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended o4ences. 

20. For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein an 

Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit 

instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these Colonies: 

21. For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the 

Forms of our Governments: 

22. For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for 

us in all cases whatsoever. 

23. He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against us. 

24. He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our 

people. 

25. He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of death, 

desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely paralleled in 

the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation. 

26. He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against their 

Country, to become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their 

Hands. 

27. He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants 

of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished 

destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions. 

Deleted 28th Grievance 

• “He has waged cruel war against human nature itself, violating its most sacred rights of life & liberty in the persons of a distant 

people who never o"ended him, captivating & carrying them into slavery in another hemisphere, or to incur miserable death in their 

transportation thither. this piratical warfare, the opprobrium of infidel powers, is the warfare of the Christian king of Great Britain, 

determined to keep open a market where MEN should be bought & sold, he has prostituted his negative for suppressing every 

legislative attempt to prohibit or to restrain this execrable commerce: and that this assemblage of horrors might want no fact of 

distinguished die, he is now exciting those very people to rise in arms among us, and to purchase that liberty of which he has 

deprived them, & murdering the people upon whom he also obtruded them; thus paying o" former crimes committed against the 

liberties of one people, with crimes which he urges them to commit against the lives of another.” 

 

Resolution of Independence 
In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: Our 

repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince whose character is thus 

marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We have warned them from time to 

time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded 

them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native 

justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow 

these usurpations, which, would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too 

have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the 

necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in 

War, in Peace Friends. 



 

9 
COPYRIGHT © 2022 wethepeople2.us, All Rights Reserved Revised 10/6/2023 

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, 

appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by 

Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United 

Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all 

Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great 

Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full 

Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts 

and Things which Independent States may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a 

firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our 

Fortunes and our sacred Honor.  

Signatures 

Massachusetts: 

John Adams 

Samuel Adams 

John Hancock 

Robert Treat Paine 

Elbridge Gerry 

Connecticut: 

Roger Sherman 

Samuel Huntington 

William Williams 

Oliver Wolcott 

New Hampshire: 

Josiah Bartlett 

William Whipple 

Matthew Thornton 

Rhode Island: 

Stephen Hopkins 

William Ellery 

Pennsylvania: 

Benjamin Franklin 

Benjamin Rush 

Robert Morris 

John Morton 

George Clymer 

James Smith 

George Taylor 

James Wilson 

George Ross 

New York: 

William Floyd 

Philip Livingston 

Francis Lewis 

Lewis Morris 

New Jersey: 

Richard Stockton 

John Witherspoon 

Francis Hopkinson 

John Hart 

Abraham Clark 

Delaware: 

Caesar Rodney 

Thomas M’Kean 

George Read 

Maryland: 

Samuel Chase 

William Paca 

Thomas Stone 

 

Charles Carroll of  

Carrollton 

Virginia: 

Thomas Je4erson 

George Wythe 

Richard Henry Lee 

Benjamin Harrison 

Thomas Nelson Jr. 

Francis Lightfoot Lee 

Carter Braxton 

North Carolina: 

William Hooper 

Joseph Hewes 

John Penn 

South Carolina: 

Edward Rutledge 

Thomas Heyward 

Thomas Lynch 

Arthur Middleton 

Georgia: 

Button Gwinnett 

Lyman Hall 

George Walton 
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We the People of the United States,  
in Order to form a more perfect Union,  

establish Justice,  
insure domestic Tranquility,  

provide for the common defence, 
promote the general Welfare,  
and secure the Blessings of Liberty to 

ourselves and our Posterity,  
do ordain and establish this Constitution for 

the United States of America. 

The United States Constitution 

Preamble 
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Mnemonic Device to Remember the Seven Articles of the Constitution 

“Let Everyone Just Sit And Silently Read” 

Article L            

Article E            

Article J            

Article S            

Article A            

Article S            

Article R            

_____________________________________ 

How is The U.S. Constitution Organized 
 

Articles:   There are seven articles or chapters of the Constitution. 

     They are numbered with Roman Numerals (I, II, III, IV, V, VI, 
    VII) 

Sections:   Each article is divided into smaller sections made of one or 

    more  paragraphs. 

Clauses:  A clause is a single sentence or paragraph in the   

    Constitution. The clauses are not numbered, but they are 
    referred to in the order they appear.  The first paragraph is 
    called Clause 1, the second paragraph is  called Clause 2, 
    the third paragraph is called Clause 3, and so on. 



 

12 
COPYRIGHT © 2022 wethepeople2.us, All Rights Reserved Revised 10/6/2023 

Article I-Legislative Branch 

Section 1 

All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of 

the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of 

Representatives.  

 

Section 2 

The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen 

every second Year by the People of the several States, and the Electors 

in each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the 

most numerous Branch of the State Legislature. 

No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the 

Age of twenty five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the United 

States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State 

in which he shall be chosen. 

Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the 

several States which may be included within this Union, according to 

their respective Numbers, (which shall be determined by adding to the 

whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of 

Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons.) The 

actual Enumeration shall be made within three Years after the first 

Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within every 

subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law 

direct. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every 

thirty Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one Representative; 

(and until such enumeration shall be made, the State of New Hampshire 

shall be entitled to chuse three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode Island and 

Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five, New-York six, New Jersey 

four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North 

Carolina five, South Carolina five, and Georgia three.) 

When vacancies happen in the Representation from any State, the 

Executive Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such 

Vacancies. 

The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other 

OKcers; and shall have the sole Power of Impeachment. 

Our congress is bicameral 

by design.  Why did the 

founders set up a congress 

with both a house of 

representatives and a 

senate? 

 

 

 

 

 

Originally there was a 

Representative for about 

every 30,000 people in a 

state. How many people 

do each of the 435 

Representatives in the 

House represent today? 

 

 

 

 

 

Who is your 

Representative? 
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Section 3 

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators 

from each State, (chosen by the Legislature thereof), for six Years; and 

each Senator shall have one Vote. 

Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first 

Election, they shall be divided as equally as may be into three Classes. 

(The Seats of the Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the Expiration 

of the second Year, of the second Class at the Expiration of the fourth Year, 

and of the third Class at the Expiration of the sixth Year), so that one third 

may be chosen every second Year; (and if Vacancies happen by 

Resignation, or otherwise, during the Recess of the Legislature of any State, 

the Executive thereof may make temporary Appointments until the next 

Meeting of the Legislature, which shall then fill such Vacancies.) 

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of 

thirty Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and 

who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for which he 

shall be chosen. 

The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the 

Senate, but shall have no Vote, unless they be equally divided. 

The Senate shall chuse their other OKcers, and also a President pro 

tempore, in the Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall 

exercise the OKce of President of the United States. 

The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When 

sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath or AKrmation. When the 

President of the United States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: 

And no Person shall be convicted without the Concurrence of two 

thirds of the Members present. 

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to 

removal from OKce, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any OKce 

of honor, Trust or Profit under the United States: but the Party 

convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to Indictment, Trial, 

Judgment and Punishment, according to Law.  

 

 

 

How many senators does 

each state have? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who is the current 

President of the Senate? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who are the two Senators 

that represent your state? 
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Section 4 

The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators and 

Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature 

thereof; but the Congress may at any time by Law make or alter such 

Regulations, except as to the Places of chusing Senators. 

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, (and such 

Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December), unless they shall by 

Law appoint a di4erent Day. 

 

Section 5 

Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and 

Qualifications of its own Members, and a Majority of each shall 

constitute a Quorum to do Business; but a smaller Number may 

adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the 

Attendance of absent Members, in such Manner, and under such 

Penalties as each House may provide. 

Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its 

Members for disorderly Behaviour, and, with the Concurrence of two 

thirds, expel a Member. 

Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from time to 

time publish the same, excepting such Parts as may in their Judgment 

require Secrecy; and the Yeas and Nays of the Members of either 

House on any question shall, at the Desire of one fifth of those Present, 

be entered on the Journal. 

Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without the 

Consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any 

other Place than that in which the two Houses shall be sitting. 

Notes: 
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Section 6 

The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation for 

their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Treasury 

of the United States. They shall in all Cases, except Treason, Felony 

and Breach of the Peace, be privileged from Arrest during their 

Attendance at the Session of their respective Houses, and in going to 

and returning from the same; and for any Speech or Debate in either 

House, they shall not be questioned in any other Place. 

No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he was 

elected, be appointed to any civil OKce under the Authority of the 

United States, which shall have been created, or the Emoluments 

whereof shall have been encreased during such time; and no Person 

holding any OKce under the United States, shall be a Member of either 

House during his Continuance in OKce. 

 

Section 7 

All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of 

Representatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with 

Amendments as on other Bills. 

Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and 

the Senate, shall, before it become a Law, be presented to the 

President of the United States; If he approve he shall sign it, but if not 

he shall return it, with his Objections to that House in which it shall 

have originated, who shall enter the Objections at large on their 

Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such Reconsideration two 

thirds of that House shall agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sent, 

together with the Objections, to the other House, by which it shall 

likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds of that House, 

it shall become a Law. But in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses 

shall be determined by yeas and Nays, and the Names of the Persons 

voting for and against the Bill shall be entered on the Journal of each 

House respectively. If any Bill shall not be returned by the President 

within ten Days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented 

to him, the Same shall be a Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it, 

unless the Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Return, in which 

Case it shall not be a Law. 

Congress has 

Congressional Immunity, 

which means they are 

privileged from Being 

Arrested during two 

activities; Name Them!  

 

 

 

What are the three 

exceptions? 

 

 

 

 

How does a bill become a 

law? 
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Section 7 cont... 

Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the 

Senate and House of Representatives may be necessary (except on 

a question of Adjournment) shall be presented to the President of 

the United States; and before the Same shall take E4ect, shall be 

approved by him, or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed 

by two thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives, 

according to the Rules and Limitations prescribed in the Case of a 

Bill.  

 

Section 8 

The Congress shall have Power: 

1. To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay 

the Debts and provide for the common Defence and general 

Welfare of the United States; but all Duties, Imposts and 

Excises shall be uniform throughout the United States; 

2. To borrow Money on the credit of the United States; 

3. To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the 

several States, and with the Indian Tribes; 

4. To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform 

Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United 

States; 

5. To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, 

and fix the Standard of Weights and Measures; 

6. To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities 

and current Coin of the United States; 

7. To establish Post OKces and post Roads; 

8. To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by 

securing for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the 

exclusive Right to their respective Writings and Discoveries; 

9. To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court; 

10. To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the 

high Seas, and O4ences against the Law of Nations; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where in the list of 

enumerated powers does 

it permit congress to grant 

immunities to 

corporations? 

 

 

 

 

How about create laws 

mandating vaccination? 

 

 

 

 

 

Where do they have the 

authority to convert a 

right into a privilege you 

need a license for?  
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Section 8 cont... 

11. To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make 

Rules concerning Captures on Land and Water; 

12. To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to 

that Use shall be for a longer Term than two Years; 

13. To provide and maintain a Navy; 

14. To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and 

naval Forces; 

15. To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the 

Union, suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions; 

16. To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and 

for governing such Part of them as may be employed in the Service 

of the United States, reserving to the States respectively, the 

Appointment of the OKcers, and the Authority of training the 

Militia according to the discipline prescribed by Congress; 

17. To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over 

such District (not exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by Cession 

of particular States, and the Acceptance of Congress, become the 

Seat of Government of the United States, and to exercise like 

Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent of the 

Legislature of the State in which the Same shall be, for the Erection 

of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards, and other needful 

Buildings;–And 

18. To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying 

into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested 

by this Constitution in the Government of the United States, or in 

any Department or OKcer thereof. 

 

Section 9 

The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States now 

existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the 

Congress prior to the Year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but 

a Tax or duty may be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten 

dollars for each Person. 

 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No. 18 is sometimes 

referred to as the elastic 

clause. 

 

 

 

When does Article 1, 

Section 9, say slavery is 

to end? 
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Section 9 cont... 

The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended, 

unless when in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety may 

require it. 

No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed. 

No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in Proportion to 

the Census or enumeration herein before directed to be taken. 

No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State. 

No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or 

Revenue to the Ports of one State over those of another: nor shall 

Vessels bound to, or from, one State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay 

Duties in another. 

No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of 

Appropriations made by Law; and a regular Statement and Account of 

the Receipts and Expenditures of all public Money shall be published 

from time to time. 

No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no 

Person holding any OKce of Profit or Trust under them, shall, without 

the Consent of the Congress, accept of any present, Emolument, 

OKce, or Title, of any kind whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign 

State. 

 

Section 10 

No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation; grant 

Letters of Marque and Reprisal; coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; make 

any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts; pass 

any Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law impairing the 

Obligation of Contracts, or grant any Title of Nobility. 

No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any Imposts or 

Duties on Imports or Exports, except what may be absolutely 

necessary for executing it's inspection Laws: and the net Produce of all 

Duties and Imposts, laid by any State on Imports or Exports, shall be 

for the Use of the Treasury of the United States; and all such Laws shall 

be subject to the Revision and Control of the Congress. 

 

What is a Writ of Habeas 

Corpus? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is considered a Title 

of Nobility? 
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Section 10 cont... 

No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of 

Tonnage, keep Troops, or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into 

any Agreement or Compact with another State, or with a foreign 

Power, or engage in War, unless actually invaded, or in such 

imminent Danger as will not admit of delay. 

 

Article II-Executive Branch 

Section 1 

The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United 

States of America. He shall hold his OKce during the Term of four 

Years, and, together with the Vice President, chosen for the same 

Term, be elected, as follows 

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof 

may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of 

Senators and Representatives to which the State may be entitled in 

the Congress: but no Senator or Representative, or Person holding 

an OKce of Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be 

appointed an Elector. 

(The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by Ballot for 

two Persons, of whom one at least shall not be an Inhabitant of the same 

State with themselves. And they shall make a List of all the Persons voted 

for, and of the Number of Votes for each; which List they shall sign and 

certify, and transmit sealed to the Seat of the Government of the United 

States, directed to the President of the Senate. The President of the 

Senate shall, in the Presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, 

open all the Certificates, and the Votes shall then be counted. The Person 

having the greatest Number of Votes shall be the President, if such 

Number be a Majority of the whole Number of Electors appointed; and if 

there be more than one who have such Majority, and have an equal 

Number of Votes, then the House of Representatives shall immediately 

chuse by Ballot one of them for President; and if no Person have a 

Majority, then from the five highest on the List the said House shall in 

like Manner chuse the President. But in chusing the President, the Votes 

shall be taken by States, the Representation from each State having one 

Vote; A quorum for this Purpose shall consist of a Member or Members 

from two thirds of the States, and a Majority of all the States shall be 

necessary to a Choice. In every Case, after the Choice of the President, 

the Person having the greatest Number of Votes of the Electors shall be 

the Vice President.)  

Section 1 cont... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Replaced by the Twelfth 

Amendment. 
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But if there should remain two or more who have equal Votes, the 

Senate shall chuse from them by Ballot the Vice President. 

The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Electors, and 

the Day on which they shall give their Votes; which Day shall be 

the same throughout the United States. 

No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United 

States, at the time of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be 

eligible to the OKce of President; neither shall any Person be 

eligible to that OKce who shall not have attained to the Age of 

thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within the 

United States. 

In Case of the Removal of the President from OKce, or of his 

Death, Resignation, or Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties 

of the said OKce, the Same shall devolve on the Vice President, 

and the Congress may by law provide for the Case of Removal, 

Death, Resignation or Inability, both of the President and Vice 

President, declaring what OKcer shall then act as President, and 

such OKcer shall act accordingly, until the Disability be removed, 

or a President shall be elected. 

The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a 

Compensation, which shall neither be encreased nor diminished 

during the Period for which he shall have been elected, and he shall 

not receive within that Period any other Emolument from the 

United States, or any of them. 

Before he enter on the Execution of his OKce, he shall take the 

following Oath or AKrmation:– I do solemnly swear (or aKrm) that 

I will faithfully execute the OKce of President of the United States, 

and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the 

Constitution of the United States. 
 

Section 2 

The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy 

of the United States, and of the Militia of the several States, when 

called into the actual Service of the United States; he may require 

the Opinion, in writing, of the principal OKcer in each of the 

executive Departments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of 

their respective OKces, and he shall have Power to grant 

Reprieves and Pardons for O4ences against the United States, 

except in Cases of Impeachment. 

Section 2 cont... 

What are the 

requirements for a Person 

who wants to run for 

President? 

 

 

 

 

The principle on which an 

oath is held to be binding 

is incidentally laid down 

in ( Hebrews 6:16 ) viz. as 

an ultimate appeal to 

divine authority to ratify 

an assertion. On the same 

principle, that oath has 

always been held most 

binding which appealed to 

the highest authority, as 

regards both individuals 

and communities. 

Violation of an oath is an 

aDront to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

Section 2 enumerates the 

powers of the President.  

How many are there? 
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He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the 

Senate, to make Treaties, provided two thirds of the Senators 

present concur; and he shall nominate, and by and with the Advice 

and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other public 

Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, and all other 

OKcers of the United States, whose Appointments are not herein 

otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by Law: but 

the Congress may by Law vest the Appointment of such inferior 

OKcers, as they think proper, in the President alone, in the Courts 

of Law, or in the Heads of Departments. 

The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may 

happen during the Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions 

which shall expire at the End of their next Session. 

Section 3 

He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the 

State of the Union, and recommend to their Consideration such 

Measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on 

extraordinary Occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them, 

and in Case of Disagreement between them, with Respect to the 

Time of Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such Time as he 

shall think proper; he shall receive Ambassadors and other public 

Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed, 

and shall Commission all the OKcers of the United States. 

Section 4 

The President, Vice President and all civil OKcers of the United 

States, shall be removed from OKce on Impeachment for, and 

Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and 

Misdemeanors. 

 

Article III-Judicial Branch 

Section 1 

The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one 

supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may 

from time to time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the 

supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their OKces during good 

Behaviour, and shall, at stated Times, receive for their Services, a 

Compensation, which shall not be diminished during their 

Continuance in OKce.  

What three oDenses can 

get a President removed? 
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Section 2 

The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and 

Equity, arising under this Constitution, the Laws of the 

United States, and Treaties made, or which shall be made, 

under their Authority;—to all Cases a4ecting Ambassadors, 

other public Ministers and Consuls;—to all Cases of 

admiralty and maritime Jurisdiction;—to Controversies to 

which the United States shall be a Party;—to Controversies 

between two or more States;—between a State and Citizens 

of another State,—between Citizens of di4erent States,—

between Citizens of the same State claiming Lands under 

Grants of di4erent States, and between a State, or the 

Citizens thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or Subjects. 

In all Cases a4ecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers 

and Consuls, and those in which a State shall be Party, the 

supreme Court shall have original Jurisdiction. In all the 

other Cases before mentioned, the supreme Court shall have 

appellate Jurisdiction, both as to Law and Fact, with such 

Exceptions, and under such Regulations as the Congress 

shall make. 

The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, 

shall be by Jury; and such Trial shall be held in the State 

where the said Crimes shall have been committed; but when 

not committed within any State, the Trial shall be at such 

Place or Places as the Congress may by Law have directed. 

 

Section 3 

Treason against the United States, shall consist only in 

levying War against them, or in adhering to their Enemies, 

giving them Aid and Comfort. No Person shall be convicted 

of Treason unless on the Testimony of two Witnesses to the 

same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court. 

The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment 

of Treason, but no Attainder of Treason shall work 

Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except during the Life of 

the Person attainted. 

Section 2 enumerates the 

power of the Supreme 

Court. Over which cases 

does the Supreme Court 

have original jurisdiction? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who has the power to 

determine if someone has 

committed treason? 
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Article IV-Relationships Between the States 

Section 1 

Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the public Acts, 

Records, and judicial Proceedings of every other State. And the 

Congress may by general Laws prescribe the Manner in which such 

Acts, Records and Proceedings shall be proved, and the E4ect 

thereof. 

Section 2 

The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and 

Immunities of Citizens in the several States. 

A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other 

Crime, who shall flee from Justice, and be found in another State, 

shall on Demand of the executive Authority of the State from which 

he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State having 

Jurisdiction of the Crime. 

(No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws 

thereof, escaping into another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or 

Regulation therein, be discharged from such Service or Labour, but shall 

be delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such Service or Labour 

may be due.) 

Section 3 

New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but 

no new State shall be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of 

any other State; nor any State be formed by the Junction of two or 

more States, or Parts of States, without the Consent of the 

Legislatures of the States concerned as well as of the Congress. 

The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all needful 

Rules and Regulations respecting the Territory or other Property 

belonging to the United States; and nothing in this Constitution 

shall be so construed as to Prejudice any Claims of the United 

States, or of any particular State. 

Section 4 

The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a 

Republican Form of Government, and shall protect each of them 

against Invasion; and on Application of the Legislature, or of the 

Executive (when the Legislature cannot be convened) against 

domestic Violence. 

 

Section 1 is referred to as 

the Full Faith and Credit 

clause. It means that all 

states must honor the 

laws of all other states. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who must consent to the 

admittance of a new 

state? 

 

 

 

 

What type of government 

are we guaranteed? 
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Article V-Amending the Constitution 

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall 

deem it necessary, shall propose Amendments to this 

Constitution, or, on the Application of the Legislatures of 

two thirds of the several States, shall call a Convention for 

proposing Amendments, which, in either Case, shall be 

valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this 

Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three 

fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three 

fourths thereof, as the one or the other Mode of Ratification 

may be proposed by the Congress; (Provided that no 

Amendment which may be made prior to the Year One thousand 

eight hundred and eight shall in any Manner a"ect the first and 

fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article); and that 

no State, without its Consent, shall be deprived of its equal 

Su4rage in the Senate.  

    

 

Article VI-The Supreme Law 

(All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the 

Adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid against the 

United States under this Constitution, as under the 

Confederation.) 

This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which 

shall be made in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, 

or which shall be made, under the Authority of the United 

States, shall be the supreme Law of the Land; and the 

Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in 

the Constitution or Laws of any State to the Contrary 

notwithstanding. 

The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and 

the Members of the several State Legislatures, and all 

executive and judicial OKcers, both of the United States 

and of the several States, shall be bound by Oath or 

AKrmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious 

Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to any OKce 

or public Trust under the United States. 

 

What two ways can 

amendments be proposed? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is the Oath that Congress  

recites upon being sworn in:  

“I, AB, do solemnly swear (or 

aGrm) that I will support and 

defend the Constitution of the 

United States against all 

enemies, foreign and 

domestic; that I will bear true 

faith and allegiance to the 

same; that I take this 

obligation freely, without any 

mental reservation or purpose 

of evasion, and that I will well 

and faithfully discharge the 

duties of the oGce on which I 

am about to enter. So help me 

God.”  
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Article VII-Ratification Clause 

The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be 

suKcient for the Establishment of this Constitution between the 

States so ratifying the Same.  

Amendment I 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 

religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 

freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 

peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a 

redress of grievances. 

 

Amendment II 

A well regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free 

state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms, shall not be 

infringed. 

 

Amendment III 

No soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, 

without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a 

manner to be prescribed by law. 

 

Amendment IV 

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, 

papers, and e4ects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, 

shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon 

probable cause, supported by oath or aKrmation, and particularly 

describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be 

seized. 

Bill of Rights 

How many states were 

required to ratify the 

Constitution of the United 

States? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes: 
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Amendment V  

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise 

infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a 

grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval 

forces, or in the militia, when in actual service in time of 

war or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the 

same o4ense to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor 

shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness 

against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, 

without due process of law; nor shall private property be 

taken for public use, without just compensation.  

 

Amendment VI  

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the 

right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the 

state and district wherein the crime shall have been 

committed, which district shall have been previously 

ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and 

cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses 

against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining 

witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of counsel 

for his defense.  

 

Amendment VII  

In suits at common law, where the value in controversy 

shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be 

preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise 

reexamined in any court of the United States, than 

according to the rules of the common law 

 

Amendment VIII  

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines 

imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

 

 

 

Notes: 
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Amendment IX  

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be 

construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people.  

 

Amendment X  

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, 

nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to the states 

respectively, or to the people.  

 

 

Amendments to the Constitution 

Amendment XI - Judicial Limits. Ratified 2/7/1795. 
The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to 

extend to any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted 

against one of the United States by Citizens of another State, or by 

Citizens or Subjects of any Foreign State.  

 

Amendment XII - Choosing the President, Vice-

President. Ratified 6/15/1804.  

The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot 

for President and Vice-President, one of whom, at least, shall not 

be an inhabitant of the same state with themselves; they shall name 

in their ballots the person voted for as President, and in distinct 

ballots the person voted for as Vice-President, and they shall make 

distinct lists of all persons voted for as President, and of all persons 

voted for as Vice-President and of the number of votes for each, 

which lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the 

seat of the government of the United States, directed to the 

President of the Senate; The President of the Senate shall, in the 

presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the 

certificates and the votes shall then be counted; The person having 

the greatest Number of votes for President, shall be the President, 

if such number be a majority of the whole number of Electors 

appointed; and if no person have such majority, then from the 

persons having the highest numbers not exceeding three on the list 

of those voted for as President, the House of Representatives shall 

choose immediately, by ballot, the President.  

 

 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When a state is sued by a 

citizen of another state or 

by someone  from another 

country, the case cannot 

be heard by Federal 

courts. 

 

 

The election process for 

the U.S. President and 

Vice President was 

changed due to messy 

election issues in 1796 

and 1800. 
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But in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by 

states, the representation from each state having one vote; 

a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or 

members from two-thirds of the states, and a majority of all 

the states shall be necessary to a choice. (And if the House of 

Representatives shall not choose a President whenever the right 

of choice shall devolve upon them, before the fourth day of 

March next following, then the Vice-President shall act as 

President, as in the case of the death or other constitutional 

disability of the President.) The person having the greatest 

number of votes as Vice-President, shall be the 

VicePresident, if such number be a majority of the whole 

number of Electors appointed, and if no person have a 

majority, then from the two highest numbers on the list, the 

Senate shall choose the Vice-President; a quorum for the 

purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the whole number of 

Senators, and a majority of the whole number shall be 

necessary to a choice. But no person constitutionally 

ineligible to the oKce of President shall be eligible to that of 

Vice-President of the United States.  

 

Amendment XIII - Slavery Abolished. Ratified 

12/6/1865.  

1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a 

punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been 

duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any 

place subject to their jurisdiction. 2. Congress shall have 

power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.  

 

Amendment XIV - Citizenship Rights. Ratified 

7/9/1868.  

1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and 

subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United 

States and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall 

make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges 

or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any 

State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without 

due process of law; nor deny to any person within its 

jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. 2. 

Representatives shall be apportioned among the several 

States according to their respective numbers, counting the 

whole number of persons in each State, excluding Indians 

not taxed.  

 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XIII abolished slavery. 

 

 

 

 

 

XIV, granted citizenship 

to all persons born or 

naturalized in the United 

States—including former 

enslaved people—and 

guaranteed all citizens 

“equal protection of the 

laws.”   
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But when the right to vote at any election for the choice of electors 

for President and Vice-President of the United States, 

Representatives in Congress, the Executive and Judicial oKcers of 

a State, or the members of the Legislature thereof, is denied to any 

of the male inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years of 

age, and citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged, 

except for participation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis of 

representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the 

number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole number of 

male citizens twenty-one years of age in such State. 3. No person 

shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector of 

President and Vice-President, or hold any oKce, civil or military, 

under the United States, or under any State, who, having previously 

taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an oKcer of the 

United States, or as a member of any State legislature, or as an 

executive or judicial oKcer of any State, to support the 

Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in 

insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort 

to the enemies thereof. But Congress may by a vote of two-thirds 

of each House, remove such disability. 4. The validity of the public 

debt of the United States, authorized by law, including debts 

incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for services in 

suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But 

neither the United States nor any State shall assume or pay any 

debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion 

against the United States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation 

of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and claims shall be held 

illegal and void. 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by 

appropriate legislation, the provisions of this article.  

 

Amendment XV - Race No Bar to Vote. Ratified 

2/3/1870.  

1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be 

denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account 

of race, color, or previous condition of servitude. 2. The Congress 

shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.  

 

Amendment XVI - Status of Income Tax Clarified. 

Ratified 2/3/1913.  

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on 

incomes, from whatever source derived, without apportionment 

among the several States, and without regard to any census or 

enumeration.  

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XV, protected the voting 

rights of Black men after 

the Civil War  

 

 

 

This allows the United 

States to collect income 

tax regardless of the 

population of the states. 
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Amendment XVII - Senators Elected by Popular Vote. 

Ratified 4/8/1913.  

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two 

Senators from each State, elected by the people thereof, for 

six years; and each Senator shall have one vote. The 

electors in each State shall have the qualifications requisite 

for electors of the most numerous branch of the State 

legislatures. When vacancies happen in the representation 

of any State in the Senate, the executive authority of such 

State shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies: 

Provided, That the legislature of any State may empower 

the executive thereof to make temporary appointments 

until the people fill the vacancies by election as the 

legislature may direct. This amendment shall not be so 

construed as to a4ect the election or term of any Senator 

chosen before it becomes valid as part of the Constitution.  

 

Amendment XVIII - Liquor Abolished. 

Ratified 1/16/1919. Repealed by Amendment 

21, 12/5/1933.  

1. After one year from the ratification of this article the 

manufacture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors 

within, the importation thereof into, or the exportation 

thereof from the United States and all territory subject to 

the jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is hereby 

prohibited. 2. The Congress and the several States shall 

have concurrent power to enforce this article by 

appropriate legislation. 3. This article shall be inoperative 

unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the 

Constitution by the legislatures of the several States, as 

provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the 

date of the submission hereof to the States by the Congress.  

 

Amendment XIX - Women's SuDrage. Ratified 

8/18/1920.  

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be 

denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on 

account of sex. Congress shall have power to enforce this 

article by appropriate legislation.  

 

 

 

Notes: 

 

XVII shifted the election of 

Senators from state 

legislatures to the people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XVIII abolished the 

manufacture or sale of 

alcohol within the United 

States. 

*One of the oddest and deadliest 

decisions made by American law 

enforcement occurred in the 1920s when 

the authori�es deliberately poisoned 

alcohol in a bid to combat illegal drinking 

and enforce Prohibi�on. Thousands died 

from alcohol poisoning as a result, and 

many more suffered severe – some�mes 

permanent – injuries.  

 

 

XIX gave woman the right to 

vote. 
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Amendment XX - Presidential, Congressional 

Terms. Ratified 1/23/1933.  

1. The terms of the President and Vice President shall end at noon 

on the 20th day of January, and the terms of Senators and 

Representatives at noon on the 3d day of January, of the years in 

which such terms would have ended if this article had not been 

ratified; and the terms of their successors shall then begin. 2. The 

Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such 

meeting shall begin at noon on the 3d day of January, unless they 

shall by law appoint a di4erent day. 3. If, at the time fixed for the 

beginning of the term of the President, the President elect shall 

have died, the Vice President elect shall become President. If a 

President shall not have been chosen before the time fixed for the 

beginning of his term, or if the President elect shall have failed to 

qualify, then the Vice President elect shall act as President until a 

President shall have qualified; and the Congress may by law 

provide for the case wherein neither a President elect nor a Vice 

President elect shall have qualified, declaring who shall then act as 

President, or the manner in which one who is to act shall be 

selected, and such person shall act accordingly until a President or 

Vice President shall have qualified. 4. The Congress may by law 

provide for the case of the death of any of the persons from whom 

the House of Representatives may choose a President whenever 

the right of choice shall have devolved upon them, and for the case 

of the death of any of the persons from whom the Senate may 

choose a Vice President whenever the right of choice shall have 

devolved upon them. 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take e4ect on the 

15th day of October following the ratification of this article. 6. This 

article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an 

amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths 

of the several States within seven years from the date of its 

submission.  

 

Amendment XXI - Amendment 18 Repealed. 

Ratified 12/5/1933. 
1. The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of the 

United States is hereby repealed. 2. The transportation or 

importation into any State, Territory, or possession of the United 

States for delivery or use therein of intoxicating liquors, in violation 

of the laws thereof, is hereby prohibited. 3. The article shall be 

inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to 

the Constitution by conventions in the several States, as provided 

in the Constitution, within seven years from the date of the 

submission hereof to the States by the Congress.  

 

Notes: 

XX sets new term start 

dates for Congress 

members and the 

President. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XXI repealed prohibition. 
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Amendment XXII - Presidential Term Limits. 

Ratified 2/27/1951.  
1. No person shall be elected to the oKce of the President 

more than twice, and no person who has held the oKce of 

President, or acted as President, for more than two years of 

a term to which some other person was elected President 

shall be elected to the oKce of the President more than 

once. But this Article shall not apply to any person holding 

the oKce of President, when this Article was proposed by 

the Congress, and shall not prevent any person who may be 

holding the oKce of President, or acting as President, 

during the term within which this Article becomes operative 

from holding the oKce of President or acting as President 

during the remainder of such term. 2. This article shall be 

inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an 

amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-

fourths of the several States within seven years from the 

date of its submission to the States by the Congress.  

 

Amendment XXIII - Presidential Vote for 

District of Columbia. Ratified 3/29/1961.  
1. The District constituting the seat of Government of the 

United States shall appoint in such manner as the Congress 

may direct: A number of electors of President and Vice 

President equal to the whole number of Senators and 

Representatives in Congress to which the District would be 

entitled if it were a State, but in no event more than the 

least populous State; they shall be in addition to those 

appointed by the States, but they shall be considered, for 

the purposes of the election of President and Vice 

President, to be electors appointed by a State; and they 

shall meet in the District and perform such duties as 

provided by the twelfth article of amendment. 2. The 

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 

appropriate legislation.  

 

Amendment XXIV - Poll Tax Barred. Ratified 

1/23/1964.  
1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any 

primary or other election for President or Vice President, 

for electors for President or Vice President, or for Senator 

or Representative in Congress, shall not be denied or 

abridged by the United States or any State by reason of 

failure to pay any poll tax or other tax. 2. The Congress 

shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 

legislation.  

Notes: 

XXII added term limits for 

the President. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XXIII grants the District 

of Columbia three electors  

in Presidential elections. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XXIV says that no voting 

tax can be collected for 

any Federal oGce. 
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Amendment XXV - Presidential Disability 

and Succession. Ratified 2/10/1967.  
1. In case of the removal of the President from oKce or of his death 

or resignation, the Vice President shall become President. 2. 

Whenever there is a vacancy in the oKce of the Vice President, the 

President shall nominate a Vice President who shall take oKce 

upon confirmation by a majority vote of both Houses of Congress. 

3. Whenever the President transmits to the President pro tempore 

of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his 

written declaration that he is unable to discharge the powers and 

duties of his oKce, and until he transmits to them a written 

declaration to the contrary, such powers and duties shall be 

discharged by the Vice President as Acting President. 4. Whenever 

the Vice President and a majority of either the principal oKcers of 

the executive departments or of such other body as Congress may 

by law provide, transmit to the President pro tempore of the Senate 

and the Speaker of the House of Representatives their written 

declaration that the President is unable to discharge the powers 

and duties of his oKce, the Vice President shall immediately 

assume the powers and duties of the oKce as Acting President. 

Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President pro 

tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of 

Representatives his written declaration that no inability exists, he 

shall resume the powers and duties of his oKce unless the Vice 

President and a majority of either the principal oKcers of the 

executive department or of such other body as Congress may by 

law provide, transmit within four days to the President pro tempore 

of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives their 

written declaration that the President is unable to discharge the 

powers and duties of his oKce. Thereupon Congress shall decide 

the issue, assembling within forty eight hours for that purpose if not 

in session. If the Congress, within twenty one days after receipt of 

the latter written declaration, or, if Congress is not in session, 

within twenty one days after Congress is required to assemble, 

determines by two thirds vote of both Houses that the President is 

unable to discharge the powers and duties of his oKce, the Vice 

President shall continue to discharge the same as Acting President; 

otherwise, the President shall resume the powers and duties of his 

oKce.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes: 

XXV established when a 

President is unable to 

perform his or her duties. 
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Amendment XXVI - Voting Age Set to 18 

Years. Ratified 7/1/1971.  
1. The right of citizens of the United States, who are 

eighteen years of age or older, to vote shall not be denied 

or abridged by the United States or by any State on account 

of age. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this 

article by appropriate legislation.  

 

 

Amendment XXVII - Limiting Congressional 

Pay Increases. Ratified 5/7/1992.  

No law, varying the compensation for the services of the 

Senators and Representatives, shall take e4ect, until an 

election of Representatives shall have intervened. 

Natural Law vs. Statutory Law 

There are two sources for all law God and Mankind.  

Statutory law consists of laws written and enacted by 

mankind through a legislative body. It is imperfect and 

fallible as it is subjective in nature and not entirely free 

from undue influence. Article 1 § 8 of the Constitution 

places limits on this power for that reason. 

Natural law is in agreement with nature. It is eternal and 

unchangeable and is authored by God. It is a sin to alter 

this law, nor is it allowed to repeal any part of it and it is 

impossible to abolish it entirely.  Our nation was built on 

this notion of the laws of nature and nature’s God.   

In our nation, we have creator-endowed rights that are 

protected by the constitution. These rights are inherent, 

incontestable and unalienable. These rights are derived 

from natural law and are inherent, incontestable and 

unalienable. These rights a4ord us maximum liberty until 

we come in conflict with the unalienable rights of another.  

 

 

Notes: 

XXVI allows any citizen 

18 years or older to vote. 

 

 

 

XXVII ensures that any 

law increasing the salary 

of legislators shall not 

take eDect until after an 

election. 

 

Enumerated Rights 
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Natural Rights 

Natural rights. All people are born equally free and independent, 

and have certain natural, inherent and unalienable rights, among 

which are those of enjoying and defending life and liberty, 

acquiring, possessing and protecting property, and of pursuing and 

obtaining safety and happiness. Maine Const. art. I, § 1. 

 

Protection of SuDrage  

The privilege of su4rage shall be protected by laws regulating 

elections, and prohibiting, under adequate penalties, all undue 

influences from power, bribery, tumult, or other improper conduct. 

Alabama Const. art. 1, § 33.  

 

Objective of Government  

That the sole object and only legitimate end of government is to 

protect the citizen in the enjoyment of life, liberty, and property, 

and when the government assumes other functions it is usurpation 

and oppression. Alabama Const. art. 1, § 35.  

 

Source of Government  

All political power is inherent in the people. All government 

originates with the people, is founded upon their will only, and is 

instituted solely for the good of the people as a whole. Alaska 

Const. art. I, § 2.  

 

Right of Privacy  

The right of the people to privacy is recognized and shall not be 

infringed. The legislature shall implement this section. Alaska 

Const. art. I, § 22.  

 

Irrevocable Grants of Privileges, Franchises or 

Immunities  

No law granting irrevocably any privilege, franchise, or immunity 

shall be enacted. Arizona Const. art. 2, § 9.  

Notes: 
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Enumeration of Rights of People Not 

Exclusive of Other Rights - Protection Against 

Encroachment  

This enumeration of rights shall not be construed to deny or 

disparage others retained by the people; and to guard 

against any encroachments on the rights herein retained, or 

any transgression of any of the higher powers herein 

delegated, we declare that everything in this article is 

excepted out of the general powers of the government; and 

shall forever remain inviolate; and that all laws contrary 

thereto, or to the other provisions herein contained, shall be 

void. Arkansas Const. art. 2, § 29.  

 

Right to Bear Arms 

Every citizen has a right to bear arms in defense of himself 

and the state. Connecticut Const. art. 1, § 15.  

 

Bear Arms  

A person has the right to keep and bear arms for the 

defense of self, family, home and state, for lawful hunting 

and recreational use, and for any other lawful purpose; but 

standing armies, in time of peace, are dangerous to liberty, 

and shall not be tolerated, and the military shall be in strict 

subordination to the civil power. Kansas Const. art. I, § 

4. 

 

No Arbitrary Power 

Absolute and arbitrary power over the lives, liberty and 

property of freemen exists nowhere in a republic, not even 

in the largest majority. Kentucky Const. art. I, § 2.  

 

No Monopolies 

That monopolies are odious, contrary to the spirit of a free 

government and the principles of commerce, and ought not 

to be su4ered. Maryland Const. art. I, § 41. 

Notes: 
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Repugnant Laws Are Void 

To guard against transgression of the high powers which we have 

delegated, We Declare that every thing in this Bill of Rights is 

excepted out of the general powers of government, and shall 

forever remain inviolate; and all laws contrary thereto, or contrary 

to this Constitution, shall be void. Kentucky Const. art. I, § 26.  

 

Right to Food 

All individuals have a natural, inherent and unalienable right to 

food, including the right to save and exchange seeds and the right 

to grow, raise, harvest, produce and consume the food of their own 

choosing for their own nourishment, sustenance, bodily health and 

well-being, as long as an individual does not commit trespassing, 

theft, poaching or other abuses of private property rights, public 

lands or natural resources in the harvesting, production or 

acquisition of food. Maine Const. art. I, § 25. 

 

Abitrary Power 

That all persons invested with the Legislative or Executive powers 

of Government are the Trustees of the Public, and, as such, 

accountable for their conduct Wherefore, whenever the ends of 

Government are perverted, and public liberty manifestly 

endangered, and all other means of redress are ine4ectual, the 

People may, and of right ought, to reform the old, or establish a 

new Government; the doctrine of non-resistance against arbitrary 

power and oppression is absurd, slavish and destructive of the 

good and happiness of mankind. Maryland Const. art. I, § 6. 

 

Right of SuDerage 

That the right of the People to participate in the Legislature is the 

best security of liberty and the foundation of all free Government; 

for this purpose, elections ought to be free and frequent; and every 

citizen having the qualifications prescribed by the Constitution, 

ought to have the right of su4rage. Maryland Const. art. I, § 7. 

 

Notes: 
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All Political Power 

All power residing originally in the people, and being 

derived from them, the several magistrates and oKcers of 

government, vested with authority, whether legislative, 

executive, or judicial, are their substitutes and agents, and 

are at all times accountable to them. Massachusetts 

Const. part the first, art. V. 

 

Military Subordinate to Civil Power.  

The military shall be in strict subordination to the civil 

power. Wisconsin Const. art.1, § 20.  

 

Social Virtues Inculcated 

A frequent recurrence to the fundamental principles of the 

constitution, and a constant adherence to justice, 

moderation, temperance, industry, frugality, and all the 

social virtues, are indispensably necessary to preserve the 

blessings of liberty and good government; the people ought, 

therefore, to have a particular regard to all those principles 

in the choice of their oKcers and representatives, and they 

have a right to require of their lawgivers and magistrates, an 

exact and constant observance of them, in the formation 

and execution of the laws necessary for the good 

administration of government. New Hampshire Const. 

part the first, art. 38. 

 

No Immunities or Exclusive Privileges 

No man, nor corporation, or association of men, have any 

other title to obtain advantages, or particular and exclusive 

privileges, distinct from those of the community, than what 

arises from the consideration of services rendered to the 

public; and this title being in nature neither hereditary, nor 

transmissible to children, or descendants, or relations by 

blood, the idea of a man born a magistrate, lawgiver, or 

judge, is absurd and unnatural. Massachusetts Const. 

part the first, art. VI 

Notes: 
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Right to Instruct Our Representatives 

The people have a right, in an orderly and peaceable manner, to 

assemble to consult upon the common good; give instructions to 

their representatives, and to request of the legislative body, by the 

way of addresses, petitions, or remonstrances, redress of the 

wrongs done them, and of the grievances they su4er. 

Massachusetts Const. part the first, art. XIX. 

 

Right of Revolution 

Government being instituted for the common benefit, protection, 

and security, of the whole community, and not for the private 

interest or emolument of any one man, family, or class of men; 

therefore, whenever the ends of government are perverted, and 

public liberty manifestly endangered, and all other means of 

redress are ine4ectual, the people may, and of right ought to 

reform the old, or establish a new government. The doctrine of 

nonresistance against arbitrary power, and oppression, is absurd, 

slavish, and destructive of the good and happiness of mankind. 

New Hampshire Const. part the first, art.10. 

 

Internal police 

That the people of this state by their legal representatives, have the 

sole, inherent, and exclusive right of governing and regulating the 

internal police of the same. Vermont Const. art.1, § 5. 

 

OGcers Servants of the People 

That all power being originally inherent in and co[n]sequently 

derived from the people, therefore, all oKcers of government, 

whether legislative or executive, are their trustees and servants; 

and at all times, in a legal way, accountable to them. Vermont 

Const. art.1, § 6. 

 

 

 

Notes: 
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Free Exercise of Religion; No Establishment of 

Religion.  

That religion or the duty which we owe to our Creator, and 

the manner of discharging it, can be directed only by reason 

and conviction, not by force or violence; and, therefore, all 

men are equally entitled to the free exercise of religion, 

according to the dictates of conscience; and that it is the 

mutual duty of all to practice Christian forbearance, love, 

and charity towards each other. No man shall be compelled 

to frequent or support any religious worship, place, or 

ministry whatsoever, nor shall be enforced, restrained, 

molested, or burthened in his body or goods, nor shall 

otherwise su4er on account of his religious opinions or 

belief; but all men shall be free to profess and by argument 

to maintain their opinions in matters of religion, and the 

same shall in nowise diminish, enlarge, or a4ect their civil 

capacities. And the General Assembly shall not prescribe 

any religious test whatever, or confer any peculiar privileges 

or advantages on any sect or denomination, or pass any law 

requiring or authorizing any religious society, or the people 

of any district within this Commonwealth, to levy on 

themselves or others, any tax for the erection or repair of 

any house of public worship, or for the support of any 

church or ministry; but it shall be left free to every person to 

select his religious instructor, and to make for his support 

such private contract as he shall please. Virginia Const. 

art.1, § 16. 

    

No Absolute, Arbitrary Power 

Absolute, arbitrary power over the lives, liberty and 

property of freemen exists nowhere in a republic, not even 

in the largest majority. Wyoming Const. art. 1, § 7. 

    

    

    

Notes: 

 

 



 

41 
COPYRIGHT © 2022 wethepeople2.us, All Rights Reserved Revised 10/6/2023 

 

Stare Decisis - Supreme Court Decisions 

The Latin phrase "to stand by that which is decided" is called "stare 

decisis." According to a legal principle, courts must consider earlier 

decisions when deciding a case that is comparable to the one at 

hand. It obligates courts to abide by the legal precedents 

established by earlier rulings. 

The following is a list of case law on a variety of topics.  denotes 

that the case law citation has been verified. 

 

 Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. 137, 180 (1803)  
“Thus, the particular phraseology of the constitution of the United 

States confirms and strengthens the principle, supposed to be 

essential to all written constitutions, that a law repugnant to the 

constitution is void; and that courts, as well as other departments, 

are bound by that instrument.”  
 

 

Rodriques v. Ray Donavan (U.S. Department of 

Labor) 769 F. 2d 1344, 1348 (1985) 

Legislated statutes enforced upon the people in the name of law is 

a fraud. It has no authority and is without mercy. Justice without 

mercy is Godless and therefore repugnant to our United States 

Constitution. Lawmakers were given authority by the people to 

legislate codes, rules, regulations, and statutes which are policies, 

procedures, and “law” to control the behavior of bureaucrats, 

elected and appointed oKcials, municipalities and agencies but 

were never given authority to control the behavior of the people as 

we read in a US Supreme court decision "All codes, rules, and 

regulations are for government authorities only, not human/

Creators in accordance with God's laws. All codes, rules, and 

regulations are unconstitutional and lacking due process…” 

 

Self v. Rhay, 61 Wn (2d) 261 

“The common law is the real law, the Supreme Law of the land, the 

code, rules, regulations, policy and statutes are not the law”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In light the precedent set 

by Marbury v. Madison, 

Washington v. Harper, 

Sherar v. Cullen, and 

Miranda v. Arizona, 

where does anyone have 

the authority to enforce 

mandates upon the 

people? 

James Madison 
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 Sherar v. Cullen, 481 F.2d 945, 947 (9th 

Cir. 1973) 
“…that there be no sanction or penalty imposed upon one 

because of his exercise of constitutional rights.”  

 

 Miller v. U.S. 230 F, 2d 286, 489 (1956) 

“Execution of process and the performance of duty by 

constituted oKcers must not be thwarted. But these agents, 

servants of a Government and a society whose existence 

and strength comes from these constitutional safeguards, 

are serving law when they respect, not override, these 

guarantees. The claim and exercise of a constitutional 

right cannot thus be converted into a crime.” 

 

 Washington v. Harper, 494 U.S. 210, 237-38 

241 (1990)  

“Every violation of a person's bodily integrity is an 

invasion of his or her liberty. The invasion is 

particularly intrusive if it creates a substantial risk of 

permanent injury and premature death. Moreover, any 

such action is degrading if it overrides a competent person's 

choice to reject a specific form of medical treatment. And 

when the purpose or e4ect of forced drugging is to alter the 

will and the mind of the subject, it constitutes a deprivation 

of liberty in the most literal and fundamental sense.” “There 

is no doubt, as the State Supreme Court and other courts 

that have analyzed the issue have concluded, that a 

competent individual's right to refuse such 

medication is a fundamental liberty interest 

deserving the highest order of protection.”  

 

 Miranda v. Arizona, 384 U.S. 436, 491 

(1966)  

“ Where rights secured by the Constitution are involved, 

there can be no rule making or legislation which would 

abrogate them.”  

 

When one fraudulent 

ballot is cast, what 

happens to the entire 

election in light of Nudd 

v. Burrows? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does it say in City of 

Dallas v. Mitchell in 

relation to ignoring the 

enforcement of law?                                                                                                                                         
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Hurtado v. People of the State of California, 110 

U.S. 516   

"The state cannot diminish rights of the people." 

 

 Nudd v. Burrows, 91 U.S. 426, 440 (1875) 

“Fraud destroys the validity of every thing into which it enters.”  

 

 City of Dallas v. Mitchell, 245 S.W. 944, 945 (Tex. 

Civ. App. 1922) 

“The rights of the individual are not derived from governmental 

agencies, either municipal, state or federal, or even from the 

Constitution. They exist inherently in every man, by endowment of 

the Creator, and are merely reaKrmed in the Constitution, and 

restricted only to the extent that they have been voluntarily 

surrendered by the citizenship to the agencies of government.” 

 

Home Building & Loan Ass’n v. Blaisdell, 290 U.S. 

398, 425-426 (1934).  

“A declared State of Emergency does not create power nor does it 

increase granted power or remove or diminish the restrictions 

imposed upon power granted or reserved.” 

 

Murdock v. Pennsylvania, 319 U.S. 105. 

“No state shall convert a liberty into a license, and charge a fee 

therefore.” 

 

Shuttlesworth v. City of Birmingham, Alabama, 373 

U.S. 262  

"If the State converts a right (liberty) into a privilege, the citizen can 

ignore the license and fee and engage in the right (liberty) with 

impunity."  

 

 

Presidents have claimed 

that a declared state of 

emergency increases the 

powers of the President. 

In light of the precedent 

in Home Building & Loan 

Ass’n v. Blaisdell, are 

they correct? 

 

If Murdock v. 

Pennsylvania is 

precedent, how can a 

state convert your 

unalienable right to travel 

into a privilege when 

requiring you to get a 

license? 

 

 

 

 

What does Norton v. 

Shelby County tell you to 

do when faced with a law 

that is unconstitutional? 

 

 

 

 

 

What does Ex pare 

Rhodes mean by arrest?  

What is the only lawful 

reason to arrest someone 

without a warrant? 
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 Norton v. Shelby County, 118 U.S. 425, 426 

(1886)  

“An unconstitutional act is not a law; it confers no rights; it 

imposes no duties; it a4ords no protection; it creates no 

oKce; it is, in legal contemplation, as inoperative as though 

it had never been passed.”  

 

Ex pare Rhodes. 202 Ala. 68, 79 So. 462,465; 

citing, Sarah Way’s Case, 41 Mich. 304, I N.W. 

1023 (1879), et al.  

“It must not be forgotten that there can be no arrest 

without due process of law. An arrest without warrant 

has never been lawful, except in those cases where the 

public security requires it; and this has only been 

recognized in felony, and in breaches of the peace 

committed in the presence of the oGcer.” 

 

 Olmstead v. United States, 277 U.S. 438, 

478 (1928) 

“the right to be let alone — the most comprehensive of 

rights and the right most valued by civilized men. To 

protect that right, every unjustifiable intrusion by the 

Government upon the privacy of the individual, whatever 

the means employed, must be deemed a violation of the 

Fourth Amendment.” 

  

 Yick Wo v. Hopkins, 118 U.S. 356, 369-70 

(1886) 

“When we consider the nature and the theory of our 

institutions of government, the principles upon which they 

are supposed to rest, and review the history of their 

development, we are constrained to conclude that they do 

not mean to leave room for the play and action of purely 

personal and arbitrary power. Sovereignty itself is, of 

course, not subject to law, for it is the author and 

source of law; but in our system, while sovereign 

powers are delegated to the agencies of government, 

sovereignty itself remains with the people, by whom 

and for whom all government exists and acts. And 
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the law is the definition and limitation of power. It is, indeed, quite 

true, that there must always be lodged somewhere, and in some 

person or body, the authority of final decision; and in many cases 

of mere administration the responsibility is purely political, no 

appeal lying except to the ultimate tribunal of the public 

judgment, exercised either in the pressure of opinion or by means 

of the su4rage. But the fundamental rights to life, liberty, and the 

pursuit of happiness, considered as individual possessions, are 

secured by those maxims of constitutional law which are the 

monuments showing the victorious progress of the race in 

securing to men the blessings of civilization under the reign of just 

and equal laws, so that, in the famous language of the 

Massachusetts Bill of Rights, the government of the 

commonwealth "may be a government of laws and not of men." 

For, the very idea that one man may be compelled to hold his life, 

or the means of living, or any material right essential to the 

enjoyment of life, at the mere will of another, seems to be 

intolerable in any country where freedom prevails, as being the 

essence of slavery itself.” 

 



 

Civics education in America is at an all time low.  About 43% of people have ever read the 

Constitution of the United States. The Constitution is the Supreme Law of the Land. It is the 

document the restrains government and maximizes the rights and liberties of the people.  

This book covers: What led to revolution, The road to independence, Creation Doctrine, The 

Declaration of Independence, The Constitution of the United States, Enumerated Rights and 

Supreme Court Decisions. 

Through these exercises, students will learn more about Our Founding Documents and the 

particular passages that are most notable. After going through the lessons in this book, they 

will be more equipped than the majority of attorneys to understand actual law. 
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