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Module 2 Study Guide: Rights Are Not Granted 
Module 2 moves beyond the foundations of law to perform a high-stakes demolition and 
inspection of the concept of "rights”. While modern discourse treats rights as moral decorations 
or government-issued benefits, this lesson reveals that a true right is a mechanical boundary that 
exists prior to any political agreement. 

By prying up the floorboards of legal rhetoric, we discover a foundation rigged with "mislabeled 
wires", false definitions that disguise Legal Plunder as "the will of the people". To prevent the 
structural detonation of liberty, we must apply the Wall Test to every claim, ensuring it remains 
within the Circle of the individual (Body, Labor, Property, and Will) without crossing the Theft 
Line. This module insists on absolute precision: if a claim requires the labor or property of 
another without consent, it is not a right; it is an injury administered under the form of law. 

Key Maxims of the Rule of Right 

These maxims serve as the "wiring diagram" for identifying lawful authority versus systematic 
injury: 

• Law is a rule of right; and whatever is contrary to the rule of right is an injury.  
• What costs others is not a right.  
• The boundary of the circle is the theft line.  
• A right is a boundary capable of standing on its own.  
• Rights are not granted; they are boundaries law must recognize.  
• The will of the people is the protection of individual liberties. (Integrated from 

Vattel/Locke) 
• The will of the legislature is not the will of the people unless it secures rights. (Integrated 

from Cooley) 
• Numbers do not create rights.  
• Agreement does not convert taking into permission.  
• Law can either protect boundaries or breach them systematically; there is no third 

option.  

Part 1: Short-Answer Quiz 
Instructions: Answer the following questions in two to three sentences based on the information 
provided in the source context. 

1. What is the "Circle" and what are the four specific elements it encloses? 
2. What does it mean for a right to be "Negative" in structure? 
3. Define the "Theft Line" as described in the module. 
4. How does the text distinguish "Law" from "Injury"? 
5. What is the "Will Lie" and why is it considered a threat to the concept of rights? 
6. Explain Frédéric Bastiat’s concept of "Legal Plunder." 
7. What is the structural difference between an "Assessment" and a "Tribute"? 
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8. Why are "Self-Executing" and "Non-Delegated" essential components of a right's 
"Wall"? 

9. How does the "Pocket Test" function as a diagnostic tool for evaluating rights 
claims? 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Part 2: Answer Key 
1. What is the "Circle" and what are the four specific elements it encloses? The Circle 

represents the boundary of the individual, identifying what belongs to a person by the fact 
of their existence. It encloses four specific things: the body (the physical boundary), labor 
(time converted into action), property (the fruit of labor), and will (the capacity for self-
direction). 

2. According to the text, what is the specific role of government in relation to rights? 
Government is an agent whose sole legitimate end is to secure rights that already existed 
before the government arrived. It does not create, define, expand, or revise rights, as they 
are pre-political boundaries that law is intended to protect. 

3. What does it mean for a right to be "Negative" in structure? A negative right speaks 
only in restraint, essentially saying "do not" rather than "do for." It prohibits interference 
by others rather than compelling service or action from them, ensuring the boundary 
remains a restraint on others' behavior. 

4. Define the "Theft Line" as described in the module. The theft line is the edge of the 
individual's circle where a claim collides with another person's ownership of their body, 
labor, or property. Any claim that requires the unconsented taking of another's resources 
or effort has crossed this line and is no longer a right. 

5. How does the text distinguish "Law" from "Injury"? Law is defined as a "rule of 
right," existing to give form and protection to pre-existing rights. Any act—even if 
authorized by statute or a majority vote—that is contrary to the rule of right or breaches 
the individual's circle is classified as an injury. 

6. What is the "Will Lie" and why is it considered a threat to the concept of rights? 
The "Will Lie" is the belief that rights are created or legitimized by "the will of the 
people" or majority agreement. It is a threat because it treats rights as conditional and 
revocable by numbers, which destroys the concept of rights as stable, inherent 
boundaries. 

7. Explain Frédéric Bastiat’s concept of "Legal Plunder." Legal plunder occurs when 
the law is inverted to authorize the taking of property or labor from those to whom it 
belongs to give to those who did not earn it. In this state, the law no longer restrains 
injury but systematically organizes it under the guise of procedure. 

8. What is the structural difference between an "Assessment" and a "Tribute"? An 
assessment is a limited charge collected solely to fund the protection of rights, such as 
courts and common defense. Tribute is an exaction that exceeds this purpose, used to 
breach circles or provide for some at the expense of others, effectively treating the 
subject as property of the state. 

9. Why are "Self-Executing" and "Non-Delegated" essential components of a right's 
"Wall"? These components ensure that a right functions by existence alone without 
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needing administrative approval or government licensing. If a person must ask 
permission or if the claim must be voted into existence, it is a delegated power or a 
conditional privilege rather than an inherent right. 

10. How does the "Pocket Test" function as a diagnostic tool for evaluating rights 
claims? The pocket test asks "Whose pocket pays?" to satisfy a claimed right. If fulfilling 
the claim requires taking labor or property from another person without their consent, the 
claim fails the test and is identified as an injury rather than a right. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Part 3: Essay Questions 
Instructions: Use the following prompts to develop in-depth analyses of the themes presented in 
the source context. 

1. The Architecture of a Right: Evaluate the five components of the "Wall" (Absolute, 
Negative, Cost-Free, Non-Delegated, Self-Executing). Discuss how these criteria 
challenge contemporary definitions of "human" or "civil" rights. 

2. The Mechanics of Injury: Analyze the claim that "law is a rule of right" and that 
anything contrary is "injury." Explore the implications of this definition for the 
legitimacy of modern legislative bodies and majority-rule systems. 

3. Property as the Evidence of Labor: Discuss the relationship between the body, labor, 
and property within the "Circle." Why does the text argue that denying property while 
permitting labor is a form of injury? 

4. Legal Plunder vs. Charity: The text distinguishes between structural rights and policy 
debates regarding compassion. Contrast the concept of "Legal Plunder" with the act of 
voluntary charity, focusing on the role of consent and the "Theft Line." 

5. The Trap of Language: Examine how the phrase "I have a right to..." can be used as a 
"coffin" for liberty. Discuss how language can reframe a demand for another's labor as a 
moral entitlement, and the consequences this has on political discourse. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Part 4: Glossary of Key Terms 

Term Definition 

Assessment A limited fiduciary charge collected for the common defense of rights and the 
maintenance of justice. 

The Circle The inventory of what belongs to an individual by the fact of existence: body, 
labor, property, and will. 

False Right A claim that requires another's labor or property, depends on delegation, or 
requires permission to operate. 

Injury Any violation of a right or a crossing of the theft line, regardless of whether it is 
authorized by statute. 
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Law A rule of right; it exists prior to government and solely to secure pre-existing 
rights. 

Legal Plunder The use of law to take what belongs to one person and give it to another without 
consent. 

Negative 
Right 

A boundary that prohibits interference or intrusion; it does not command service 
or provision. 

The Pocket 
Test 

A diagnostic tool used to determine if a claim is a right by identifying who pays 
for its fulfillment. 

The Theft 
Line 

The boundary of the individual's circle; the point where a claim intrudes on 
another's body, labor, or property. 

Tribute Resources extracted from individuals to fund the breaching of circles or to 
satisfy the needs/preferences of others. 

The Wall The five structural requirements for a right: Absolute, Negative, Cost-free to 
others, Non-delegated, and Self-executing. 

The Will Lie The belief that majority agreement or collective desire can create rights or 
authorize the crossing of the theft line. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Assignment: Precision Before Power 

This module has not argued what government may do. 
It has not argued what happens when boundaries are crossed. 

It has done something more basic. 

It has identified: 

• what belongs to a person, 
• what qualifies as a right, 
• where injury begins, 
• how law departs from right, 
• how will and language disguise plunder. 

The discomfort students feel here is intentional. Confusion thrives in vagueness. Clarity creates 
friction. 

Assignment: 

1. Obtain your state’s Declaration or Bill of Rights. 
2. Read it slowly. 
3. Mark every provision that requires taking from one person to give to another. 
4. Apply the pocket test. 
5. Do not argue. Do not justify. Only classify. 
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Then write one sentence and keep it: 

What costs others is not a right. 

Do not resolve the tension yet. 

The next module addresses what government is for, what it may do, and where it must stop. 

This one ensures you can see the boundaries clearly before power is discussed. 
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