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THE RULE OF LAW:

Module 2: Rights Are Not Granted

The Structure of Rights and the Theft Line




HOUSE RULES

* Veritas Potissimum (Truth above all)- Regardless of our wishes,
inclinations, or the dictates of our passions, I will rely on facts and
evidence, placing truth above all.

* Mutua Observantia (Mutual Respect)- I will adhere to the golden rule,
treating others as I expect to be treated in loyalty and tolerance.

* Conlationem Gratuiti (Selfless Contribution)- I will collaborate and
share experiential knowledge for the group's growth and support.




Disclaimer

This course 1s not about politics, personalities, or the news. It is an examination of

settled law and structure, not a debate over ideology.

We are not here to argue symptoms or manage the "weather" of daily headlines. We
are here to analyze the architecture of power, the blueprints, the foundations, and the
jurisdictional limits of the house itself.

Once you understand the mechanics of authority, the smoke and flames of modern
scandals lose their power to confuse. You will stop looking for political saviors and
start recognizing the physics of your own liberty.

Once you see the structure, you cannot unsee it.




In Module this module, we are going to learn to identify what a right actually is, where it ends,
and how to recognize the moment law is replaced by injury. We will also discuss:

1. The Four Essential Elements of the Circle: Identifying what a right encloses.
2. The Negative Structure of Rights: Why a true right only prohibits interference and never compels service.

3. Distinguishing Law from Injury: Why any act contrary to the "rule of right" is an injury, regardless of its
source.

4. The "Will" Lie: Why numbers, votes, and "the will of the people" cannot create rights or relocate the theft
line.

5. The Concept of Legal Plunder: Recognizing when the law is inverted to authorize what rights forbid.

6. Assessment vs. Tribute: Distinguishing between paying for the common defense of rights and paying for
permission to exist.

7. The "Rights Wall": The five structural requirements.

8. The Pocket Test: A mechanical diagnostic to identify a right by asking, "Whose pocket pays?".
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arguing symptoms; we
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foundation.
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Individual liberties
are antecedent to

all government.
— C.L.M.



The test in this lesson is simple and self-executing,
political geometry.

If fulfilling a claimed right requires
breaching another person’s circle, taking
their labor, their property, or the product
of either without consent, then 1t 1s not a
right.

* No exceptions, no buts.

* No balancing tests.

* No numbers game.

The sentence ends there.
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Unalienable means 1mp0551ble to take away, give up, or
transfer. It 1s not a gift from a legislature or a grant from a king.
If a right 1s unalienable, 1t 1s a Wall that says: No Further.
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THE ANATOMY OF A RIGHT. 5 4

A right is not a feeling. It is a structure.




Example: Texas Constitution, Article 1, Section 29

"To guard against transgressions of the high powers herein delegated, we
declare that everything in this 'Bill of Rights'is excepted out of the

general powers of government, and shall forever remain inviolate..."

The Wall: By "excepting" these rights out of the general powers of

government, the Texas Constitution establishes them as Absolute.

The Wire: This provision ensures that these rights do not admit degrees
of "mostly" or "except"; they are removed from the reach of the
legislature entirely.




THE ANATOMY OF A RIGHT. 5 4

A right is not a feeling. It is a structure.




Example: Virginia Declaration of Rights, Section 12

"That the freedoms of speech and of the press are among the great
bulwarks of liberty, and can never be restrained except by despotic

governments..."

The Wall: This 1s a Negative right because 1t focuses on what the

government cannot do ('"never be restrained").

The Wire: It does not command the government to provide you with a
printing press; 1t prohibits the government from interfering with your use

of one.




A right is not a feeling. It is a structure.
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Example: Massachusetts Constitution, Part the First,
Article 1

"All people are born free and equal and have certain natural, essential
and unalienable rights;, among which may be reckoned the right of
enjoying and defending their lives and liberties; that of acquiring,

possessing and protecting property..."

The Wall: Your right to acquire and possess property 1s Cost-Free. It

requires no labor or expense from your neighbor to exist.

The Wire: If a "right" required your neighbor to fund your acquisition, it

would no longer be a right; it would be "legal plunder."
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A right is not a feeling. It is a structure.
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Example: Alabama Constitution, Article 1, Section 1

"That all men are equally free and independent, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain inalienable rights,; that among these are life,

liberty and the pursuit of happiness."

The Wall: Because these rights are "endowed by the Creator," they are
Non-Delegated.

The Wire: They were not granted by the State of Alabama and therefore
cannot be "voted out" or "licensed" by the state. Anything that must be

licensed 1s a privilege, not a right.
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Example: Texas Constitution, Article 1, Section 3a

"Equality under the law shall not be denied or abridged because of sex,
race, color, creed, or national origin. This amendment is self-operative."

The Wall: "Self-operative" 1s the constitutional term for Self-Executing.

The Wire: It does not require a "procedural trigger" or a special act of
the legislature to function; 1t 1s 1n full force the moment 1t 1s written.
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THEFT LINE: NEED DOESI NOT ALTER OWNERSHIP

NEED = EDCITLEMENT

| NEED # OWNERSHIP

Need may be urgent. Need may be 1. If need creates a right to labor,

compelling. But need does not . TF dbsd Shoatost  rione Forprogerty
relocate the Theft Line. property no longer exists. '

3. A claimed right that trespasses is
not a right.
The Tension: You cannot create a right for one person without
destroying a right in another if the claim crosses the theft line.
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[of right is an injury.” (3 Burr. 313).
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INJURY
DEFINITION: “Law is a rule of right; and whatever is contrary to the rule

THE TEST: If a statute authorizes theft, it is not law. It is!‘[]r'ganized Iﬂjur'yj
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THE WILL LIE

MAJORITY
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THEFT LINE:
MAJORITY FORCE

Numbers do not create rights.
A crowd does not acquire rights denied to individuals.
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The Architects of the Manual

O John Locke (The Father of the O Frédéric Bastiat (The Identifier of
Circle) Plunder)
A 17th-century philosopher who established that A 19th-century French statesman who identified
the individual’s "Circle", Life, Liberty, and Property, that when the law is used to take from one and

exists prior to any government. give to another, it is Legal Plunder..

Emer de Vattel (The Natural Law
Jurist)

An 18th-century jurist whose work was the primary
O legal textbook for the American Founders.
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Redistribution.

Payment for permission to exist.

Breach of the Circle.
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The Mislabeled Wires: Constitutional Violations

Violation of ""Absolute" (Conditional Use): When a provision states a right
exists "In such manner as may be prescribed by law." If the legislature can
adjust the "manner" of your security, the boundary 1s no longer yours; it
belongs to whoever writes the statute.

Example: Nebraska Constitution, Article I, Section 22

"The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and
effects against unreasonable searches and seizures shall not be violated... but

by preliminary examination... in such manner as may be prescribed by law."




The Mislabeled Wires: Constitutional Violations

The Two Definitions of Law
If you use the modern, "mislabeled" definition, the foundation collapses. If you use the definition established in

your text, the wall holds.

The "Will Lie" Definition The "Rule of Right" Definition

Law is whatever a legislature passes or a Law is a rule of right; whatever is contrary is an
majority votes for. injury.

"Prescribed by law" means the government
must follow the pre-existing boundaries of your
Circle.

"Prescribed by law" means the government
can change the rules whenever they want.

Result: The right is conditional; the wire is Result: The right is absolute; the wire is secure;
cut; the house falls. the house stands.




The Mislabeled Wires: Constitutional Violations

Violation of ""Negative' (Positive Command): When a constitution
declares a person "shall be entitled" to a service, such as timely
restitution or a specific outcome. A boundary restrains action; a demand
directs it.

Example: California Constitution, Article I, Section 28(b)

"In order to preserve and protect a victim's rights to justice and due
process, a victim shall be entitled to... timely restitution from the

perpetrators of these crimes."




The Mislabeled Wires: Constitutional Violations

Violation of "Cost-Free to Others" (Extraction): When a "right to the
benefits of public schools" 1s cited. Fulfilling this requires the labor and
property of others, making 1t an extraction rather than a boundary.

Example: Rhode Island Constitution, Article I, Section 23

"The people shall be secure in their right to the benefits of the public

schools."”




The Mislabeled Wires: Constitutional Violations

Violation of ""Non-Delegated" (Granted Power): When rights are
described as being "provided by law." Anything issued by authority 1s
permission; 1f 1t 1s created by recognition, 1t can be un-created by that
same authority.

Example: Michigan Constitution, Article I, Section 24

"The right to crime victims' rights... as provided by law."




The Mislabeled Wires: Constitutional Violations

Violation of "Self-Executing" (Procedural Trigger): When a right
requires one to be "adjudged" or follow a "judicial determination" before
it can be exercised. If you must ask for a determination before acting, the
boundary belongs to the judge, not the individual.

Example: Florida Constitution, Article I, Section 14

"Until adjudged guilty, every person charged with a crime... shall be
entitled to release on reasonable bail... unless no condition of release can

reasonably protect the community."




Labels Do Not Transform Structure

This includes what are commonly called civil rights (where they depend on statute), social rights,
economic rights, and positive rights. These labels do not transform the underlying geometry.

 Calling a service a right does not make it cost-free.
 Calling a benefit a right does not make it self-executing.
 (Calling a program a right does not move it inside the circle.

False rights persist because they feel moral and sound generous, but generosity does not alter
geometry. This section does not deny that societies may choose to provide services; it insists only on
accurate classification. Mislabeling is not harmless. When benefits are called rights, injury is hidden.

When extraction is called entitlement, plunder is normalized.

Precision is the point.
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STATE THE CLAIM
(I have a right to...”)

NO ONE ELSE

WHOSE SOMEONE ELSE

POCKET
PAYS?

|| MAY BE A RIGHT FALSE RIGHT |
|| Examples: Speech, Worship. [ ) S I S | O | S Theft Line Crossed. | |
Proceed to Wall Test. Examples: Housing, Healthcare.
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If fulfilling the claim requires taking labor or property from
another person without individual consent, the theft line has
been crossed. The claim is not a right.

Examples are not exhaustive, but illustrative:

* The right to speak: costs no one — passes

* The right to worship: costs no one — passes

* The right to pursue a trade: costs no one — passes

* The right to free education: costs others — fails

* The right to healthcare: costs others — fails

* The right to housing: costs others — fails

* This does not evaluate desirability. It identifies structure.

The test is unforgiving because rights must be.
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Confusion thrives in vagueness. Clarity creates friction.
The Assignment: Look at your state’s Bill of Rights. Apply the Pocket Test. Do not argue. Only classify.

WHAT COSTS OTHERS IS NOT A RIGHT.
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Assignment:

1. Obtain your state’s Declaration or Bill of Rights.
2. Read it slowly.

3. Mark every provision that requires taking from one person to give to
another.

4. Apply the pocket test.
5. Do not argue. Do not justify. Only classify.

Then write one sentence and keep 1t: What costs others is not a right.
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