
Module 3:  The Sole End of Government
Authority, Delegation, and the Cage

























Bastiat states the linchpin explicitly:

“If every man has the right of defending, even by force, his person, his liberty, 
and his property, a number of men have the right to combine together to 
extend, to organize a common force to provide regularly for this defense. 
Collective right, then, has its principle, its reason for existing, its lawfulness, 
in individual right; and the common force cannot rationally have any other 
end, or any other mission, than that of the isolated forces for which it is 
substituted. Thus, as the force of an individual cannot lawfully touch the 
person, the liberty, or the property of another individual, for the same 
reason, the common force cannot lawfully be used to destroy the person, the 
liberty, or the property of individuals or of classes.”



















Thomas Paine stated it plainly in Common Sense (1776):

“Society in every state is a blessing, but Government, 
even in its best state, is but a necessary evil; in its 
worst state an intolerable one.”
Paine called government evil not because it is malicious, but 
because force, even necessary force, is dangerous. Government 
is collective force. Force requires restraint. Unrestrained force 
becomes predation.
This is why the Founders asked not “How do we empower 
government?” but “How do we confine it?”







Article VI, Clause 3 of the United States Constitution states:

“The Senators and Representatives before 
mentioned, and the Members of the several 
State Legislatures, and all executive and 
judicial Officers, both of the United States 
and of the several States, shall be bound
by Oath or Affirmation, to support this 
Constitution…”
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