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THE RULE OF LAW:

Module 4;: Constitutions as Trust Instruments

Delegation, Fiduciary Duty, and Strict Construction




[ N The Distraction Engine: The daily news cycle is a hurricane of headlines designed to keep you passive. » ~« i1
01N The Shift: We are switching from meteorology to engineering. & H
The Goal: To understand the instrument of restraint. When you see the structure, the headlines stop mattering.
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FOUNDATION
OF FACT

Veritas

Potissimum
(Truth above all)

Regardless of wishes,
inclinations, or
passions, we rely on
facts and evidence.
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bl Mutua

Observantia
(Mutual
Respect)

Adherence to the !

golden rule;
loyalty and
tolerance.

STRUCTURAL INTEGRITY
THROUGH UNITY

Conlationem
Gratuiti
(Selfless

Contribution) 9 —1\
N

Sharing
experiential
knowledge for the
group's growth.

KNOWLEDGE
SHARING & ¥
GROWTH '\
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. The Circle of Rights ——> ., 18
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(Government Force)
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Par 'd 2
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| We create a creature of force to protect us, but that creature has if
the power to destroy us. The Constitution is the Iron Cage. |
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From Rights to Restraint: The Architecture of the Trust

“There are two instruments for confirming
or impu gm'n g all

things: reason and authority”

— Lord Edward Coke [8 Coke, 16]
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Iron vs. Rubber

1 \wm\w R\ The ‘Rubber Bar’ Theory: )
s AAN The idea that the Constitution %z
¢f “adapts” to the times is a *‘
7 bypass mechanism.
F If the bars stretch when the

| creature pushes, the cage

| is an illusion.
o — —
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§ 1.\ “In questions of power, then, let no more be heard of confidence in man, but bind

him down from mischief by the chains of the Constitution.” — Thomas Jefferson
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WRITTEN
| CONSTITUTION 7Z>

“A written constitution is in
every instance a limitation upon
tpon the powers of government

in the hands of agents.”
— Thomas M. Cooley

AGEMTS

| LIMITATION
OF POWERS

/ 77 The Constitution grants no rights; it limits the government.
Technology changes; human nature does not.

Lt

/| GOVERMMENT
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The Cage is Fixed ‘
il
- Meaning was flxed f’é
at adoption. '@;;
- No evolution. '
No modernization
without Amendment.
- Madison’s Warning:
Deviation turns the
Constitution into a
scheme ,




The Physics of Force

L

Government is the only entity legitimized
to use aggressive physical violence.

The Hammer Metaphor:

Like a hammer, force has mass but no
conscience.

e The Shield: Used to build shelter (Law).

* The Weapon: Used to smash windows
(Predation).
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The Structural Paradox:

The power to protect is structurally
identical to the power to destroy. The
only difference is the Cage.
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_ POWER DRIVE
MECHANISM

- 3 The cage isn't for technologyj; it is for the ‘Eternal Beast’ of human ambition. i
| Greed does not retire. The heart that craves power today is the same
heart from 1776. Iron bars are needed for digital tyrants.

TECHNICAL NOTE: 18TH-CENTURY ENGINEER’S LOG:

\ )y AMBITION IS A CONSTANT FORCE, REQUIRES CONTAINMENT. o JS
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THE ‘RICH KID’ TRUST MODEL B
THE SETTLOR Government is the Hired
. \“ (We the People) Help, not the Master. &
A .x They have no original power. ﬂjf’/
&) Only what is delegated =
\, in the contract. e
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THE RES éProtects ASBAtS THE TRUSTEE
(Liberty & Property) (Government/Bank Manager)
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FIDUCIARY DUTY )

> UNAUTHORIZED
/ TRANSACTION

S The Breach. Spending assets on things not in the instructions is
not ‘policy’—it is embezzlement. Jefferson: “Bind him down
from mischief by the chains of the Constitution.”

TECHNICAL NOTE: MISAPPROPRIATION OF RES.
ACTIONABLE OFFENSE.




The Maryland Constitution, Article I, § 6 states with
unmistakable finality:

“That all persons invested with the Legislative or Executive
powers of Government are the Trustees of the Public, and, as
such, accountable for their conduct Wherefore, whenever the
ends of Government are perverted, and public liberty manifestly
endangered, and all other means of redress are ineffectual, the
People may, and of right ought, to reform the old, or establish a
new Government,; the doctrine of nonresistance against arbitrary
power and oppression is absurd, slavish and destructive of the

good and happiness of mankind.
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of Delegation

—7[ Limited Source: Cannot grant
j what you do not have.

7 No Redelegation: Congress
cannot give power to Agencies.

—/’ No Exceeding Scope: Agent
cannot outrun instructions.

o —‘/ Express Exclusion:
- Enumeration is limitation. ./
"'/ Silence is Prohibition: If it's
not written, it's forbidden.
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Reading Rule:
Read literally.
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L - LEGISLATIVE (Art I)
The Lawmakers

E - EXECUTIVE (Art II)
The Enforcers

J - JUDICIAL (Art III)
The Judges

S - STATES (Art IV)
The Federal Structure

A - AMENDMENTS (Art V) _I

The Change Mechanism

S - SUPREMACY (Art VI)
The Hierarchy

R - RATIFICATION (Art VII)
The Origin
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THE BLUEPRINT: 7 ARTICLES

MNEMONIC
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Fiduciary
_ Limits

S

The Bank Manager’s Strict Shopping List (Clauses 1-6)

The Enumerated Text

The Strict Constructi(_)g

Clause 1: Lay and collect taxes, duties,
imposts, and excises.

Clause 2: Borrow money on the credit of the
United States.

> NOT A BLANK CHECK. This power exists solely to
pay debts and provide for common defense. Modern
+  interpretation distorts “General Welfare” into a license

for unlimited spending, breaching the fiduciary duty.

_ > KEEP TRADE REGULAR. Originally intended only

Clause 3: Regulate commerce with foreign
nations, among the several states, and with
Indian tribes.

Clause 4: Establish uniform rule of
naturalization and laws on bankruptcies.

——

Clause 5: Coin money, regulate value, fix
weights and measures.

Clause 6: Punishment of counterfeiting. _- -
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to prevent state-on-state tariffs. It is not a mandate to
micromanage all economic activity.
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Physical Infrastructure vs. The Shadow Court (Clauses 7-10)

Bulldmg & Protectmg _‘. ( PHYSICAL LIMITS. Clause 7 authorizes
. | u mail trucks and roads, not federal control
# Clause 7: Establish post offices and post roads. < over all communication.
: Clause 8 protects property; it does not
authorize government-funded innovation "

\_ bureaucracies. R 2

# Clause 8: Secure limited times to authors and
inventors (Copyrights/Patents).

- ———— e ——— —
THE PSEUDO-COURTS. Clause 9 is
systematically abused to create ,_
Administrative Tribunals within the ©
Executive branch. When an agency acts as
legislator, prosecutor, and judge, it violates
the maxim “no one should be a judge in
his own cause.” This bypasses the cage of
the Constitution.

En NotebookLM

Judging & Punishing

# Clause 9: Constitute tribunals
inferior to the Supreme Court.

# Clause 10: Define and punish
. piracies/felonies on high seas.
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- The Kill Switch & The Division of the Sword (Clauses 11-16)

p
# Clause 11: Declare war, grant letters of marque. THE KILL SWITCH: TWO-YEAR
LIMIT. Money for the Army cannot be

< appropriated for more than two years.
This forces representatives to :
constantly re-evaluate the need for a ‘

= \_ standing force. '.

# Clause 12: Raise and support armies.

# Clause 13: Provide and maintain a navy.

——

# Clause 13: Provide and maintain

# Clause 14: Make rules for the [ remooray
government of forces.

¢ Clause 15: Call forth the militia
to execute laws, suppress
insurrections, repel invasions.

can initiate war; the President cannot do

{ CONGRESS ALONE. Only Congress
so alone.

> =¥

( CHECKS & BALANCES: STATE
.| CONTROL. While Congress sets the
< discipline, the States appoint the officers.
The “hammer” of force remains =
__ decentralized. ‘
. §

En NotebookLM

# Clause 16: Organize, arm, and
. discipline the militia.
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The Geographicﬁl Cage & The Elastic Usurpation (Clauses 17-18)

The ._ eat # Clause 17: Exercise exclusive legislation STRICTLY LIMITED GEOGRAPHY.
_ i 1N Federal power was meant to be isolated
\ XU over such District (not exceeding ten < to a small enclave (DC) and specific
NS T2\ miles square) as may become the seat of 4| military installations, not expanded i
= Vs government. Authority over forts, Z outward into the States.
«—~J/}-7~. magazines, arsenals, dockyards. ._, g 2 . ¥,

for carrying into execution ¥

. . the foregoing powers.

o [

\

THE ELASTIC USURPATION. This is
the “blank check” used to invent powers
not found in the text.

J.':na'r"

Delegata potestas non potest delegari—
delegated power cannot be further delegated.

This clause is the primary tool used to
justify the transfer of legislative authority -
to unelected agencies, allowing the B}

“Creature” to escape its cage. = 2
En NotebookLM



*Fear and Crisis
*Emergency Doctrine

*Complexity
Ry, :
- g “Compassion

{ “'“Methods_ of Escape ;f* '

NTR|

J ‘...__
e A
T |
|
E I
» |
4 d

|

POWER

DELEGATED [{ft

1o\

- 0
rommen ]
.....

LIBERTY

’“U - The creature does not break the cage openly. It doesn't roar or Kick the door down
and declare itself a tyrant; instead, it probes the cage looking for weaknesses, using
persuasion to convince the Settlors to look away while it slips the bars.
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The Spendlng Abuse

The Stretch: Turning a restriction on tax power
into an independent power to spend. _
Result Legal Plunder. Buying consent with your own money B




. shall be necessary and
~ proper for carrying llth
execution the

fore 0INg pOwers: ‘

The Trap: “Necessary and Proper” (Clause 18) j

» Correction: It is a utility belt for the previous 17 powers, 74
a not a blank check for new ones. ' ( | Tj,_
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Designed to Keep
Trade “Regular

|
'. To Regulate tv} Tﬂ make regular; to standardize. ,I

| Analogy: Like a clockmaker regulating a clock to
| ensure consistency, not a commander issuing
| orders. |

The Commerce Clause (Article |, Section
8, Clause 3) was a relational tool. Its
sole purpose was to prevent
state-on-state tariffs and stop states
from engaging in economic warfare
against one another.

Original Intent was strictly limited.
It governed the road, not the cargo.
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The Wheat Case:
Wickard v. Filburn (1942) ﬂ

The Scenario: Roscoe Filburn grew wheat
for his own family. It never left his farm.

The Logic: The Court ruled that by NOT
buying wheat, he reduced national
demand. Therefore, his inactivity
“affected” interstate commerce.

The Verdict: If the government can | ———
regulate you based on what you DON'T _|¢Z =8 #9110 00 o
\ buy, the floor of the cage is gone.
Ao Total Jurisdiction.
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Power that isn't
tied down will
eventually destroy |
the person who |
delegated it.

"Knowledge will forever govern ignorance: And a people who
mean to be their own Governors, must arm themselves with the
power which knowledge gives." — James Madison
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MADISON’S WEAPON THE POWER OF THE PURSE
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Article I, Sec. 9, Cl. 7: No f
money shall be drawn but in |
consequence of appropriations |
made by Law. |

The Check: Appropriations can
only fund the Enumerated
Powers. M|
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The Challenge

Afk yourself: Where in this document did We the People grant the power to regulate the lives, liberties,
or properties of the people? Where is the clause delegating control over your health choices? Your business

operations? Your data? Your land use? Where is the appropriation clause allowing funds for programs not
tied to the enumerated powers?
3

f you can't find it, and you won’t because it isn't there, then the act is not law. It is usurpation.




THE ASSIGNMENT

To train your brain to see the "matrix" of government and move from the weather to the physics, you must
complete this mechanical inspection of the foundation. This exercise shifts you from arguing about whether
a policy is a "good 1dea" to the only foundational question that matters: Is it authorized?.

Review: Open the provided copy of the Constitution and read Article I, Section 8.

Select: Choose one specific enumerated power from the list, such as the power to "establish Post
Offices".

Apply Strict Construction: Write one paragraph 1dqnt1fy1ng exactly what is delegated and, more
importantly, what is omitted (casus omissus).

Inspect: Identify a modern federal agency or law related to your chosen power. Does it stay within the
iron bars of the strict delegation, or has it used a "rubber bar" stretch to exceed 1t?

* The Rule: There is no arguing politics, compassion, or "necessity" here. This is a mechanical audit of the
blueprint. No emotion. No outcomes.

s

Just the text versus the act. This 1s how you stop screaming at the rain and start looking at the machine.
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“Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long
established should not be changed for light and transient
causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn,
that mankind are more disposed to suffer,
while evils are sufferable, than to right
themselves by abolishing the forms

to which they are accustomed. ”

— Declaration of Independence
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Those who would give up essential Liberty, to purchase a
I little temporary Safety, deserve neither Liberty nor Safety.

— Benjamin Franklin, Reply to the Pennsylvania Assembly, November 11, 1755
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Freedom is never more than one
{  generation away from extinction. We
didn’t pass it on to our children in the
bloodstream. It must be fought for,
protected, and handed on for them to do
the same, or one day we will spend our
-sunset years telling our children and our
children’s children what it was once like
in America when men were free.
— Ronald Reagan, 1964
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rlg; If ye love wealth better than liberty, pEY
i the tranquility of servitude better than (|

the animating contest of freedom, \;
go home from us in peace. Weask — ==
not your counsels or your arms. “‘“ Ve

hands which feed you. N~

37 your chains set lightly upon you, ~—— —20-
may posterity forget that ye were - 4
our Countrymen =

— Samuel Adams, Philadelphia State House, August 1, 1776 ; f

- o b . ; 1 i b I,
T ) ~ . it - gl 2
w1 4 T T L 1 U s ke e il . 1. i te i L it it R T 8 e TR DO




	Module 4:  Constitutions as Trust Instruments
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	�“There are two instruments for confirming or impugning all things: reason and authority”��— Lord Edward Coke [8 Coke, 16]��
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	The Maryland Constitution, Article I, § 6 states with unmistakable finality:��
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	THE ASSIGNMENT
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33

