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Firewall of Law Advancement Examination 

Revised Operational Edition 

Examiner Instructions and Grading Standard 

This examination is not graded primarily on rhetoric, polish, confidence, emotional intensity, or 
philosophical expansion. 

It is graded on: 

• structural accuracy, 
• disciplined sequencing, 
• ability to distinguish fact from conclusion, 
• identification of the first break, 
• preservation of the break on the record, 
• and understanding the difference between lawful authority and assumed power. 

Equivalent answers should be accepted if they preserve the same structural reasoning. 

Foundational Operational Rule 

The Chain of Authority originates in the following canonical order: 

Source → Law → Delegation → Execution → Process → Accountability 

However, operational analysis ordinarily begins where the citizen encounters government action 
in practice. 

Therefore: 

Students are expected to reverse-trace authority upstream from the point of contact. 

In practice, this often means beginning at: 

• execution, 
• process, 
• enforcement, 
• detention, 
• compliance demands, 
• or administrative action, 

and tracing backward toward lawful source. 

 



2 
 

Reverse-Tracing Rule 

Students should: 

1. Identify the act. 
2. Identify the claimed authority. 
3. Begin at the point of contact. 
4. Reverse-trace upstream. 
5. Identify the first break encountered. 
6. Preserve the break on the record. 
7. Stop. 

Do not continue solving the actor’s case for them. 

Do not fill gaps for the actor. 

Do not infer missing authority. 

Structural Clarifications 

Claimed Authority 

“Claimed authority” means: 

• what authority the actor claims to possess. 

Examples: 

• judicial authority, 
• statutory authority, 
• administrative authority, 
• procedural authority, 
• police power, 
• licensing authority. 

Students may conclude authority is assumed or invalid, but they should distinguish: 

• the claimed authority, from: 
• their conclusion about the authority. 
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Jurisdiction 

Jurisdiction is not one of the chain links. 

Jurisdiction is the legal consequence of an intact chain. 

If lawful authority fails, jurisdiction necessarily fails. 

The Record 
“The Record” means: 

• what must specifically be demanded, 
• challenged, 
• preserved, 
• or asked for on the record. 

Examples: 

• “By what authority are you acting?” 
• “Produce the sworn complaint.” 
• “Identify the lawful delegation.” 
• “State the source authorizing the deprivation.” 

The Record section is not for rhetorical commentary. 

Fact vs Conclusion 
Students should first identify facts before conclusions. 

Example: 

Correct factual identification: 

• “A clerk refuses filing unless a form is used.” 

Premature conclusion: 

• “A clerk violated constitutional rights.” 

The structure should expose the defect. 

Rhetoric vs Structural Truth 

Rhetorical or emotional phrasing does not automatically invalidate an otherwise correct answer. 
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However, students should learn the distinction between: 

• emotional framing, and: 
• disciplined structural analysis. 

The strongest answers are concise, precise, and structurally disciplined. 

Due Process Integration Rule 

If reverse tracing reaches: 

• execution, 
• enforcement, 
• punishment, 
• detention, 
• seizure, 
• or coercive process, 

students should test the action against the Twelve Foundational Maxims Sanctioning Due 
Process.  

These maxims operate as execution-stage jurisdictional filters. 

Examples include: 

• sworn accusation, 
• neutral magistrate, 
• sufficient cause, 
• lawful charge, 
• public hearing, 
• impartial tribunal, 
• burden on accuser, 
• lawful judgment before punishment. 

Stop Rule 

Once the first break is identified: 

STOP. 

Do not continue identifying every possible defect. 

The purpose of the examination is to determine whether the student can identify where lawful 
authority first fails. 
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SECTION I — FOUNDATIONAL UNDERSTANDING 

Questions 1–10 

1. What is the first thing identified before testing authority? 

A. Jurisdiction 
B. The act 
C. The court 
D. The statute 

2. Why must the act be identified before analysis begins? 

A. So emotions can be removed 
B. So the actor can be challenged 
C. Because authority cannot be tested until the act is identified 
D. Because procedure controls the outcome 

3. Once the act is identified, what is the next question? 

A. Is the actor a government employee? 
B. Is the statute constitutional? 
C. Is the policy reasonable? 
D. By what lawful authority? 

4. What does “claimed authority” mean? 

A. What the student believes about the actor 
B. What source of authority the actor relies upon 
C. The punishment imposed 
D. The emotional effect of enforcement 

5. What is the difference between claimed authority and proven authority? 

A. There is no difference 
B. Claimed authority is asserted; proven authority is established on the record 
C. Claimed authority is always lawful 
D. Proven authority only applies in criminal law 

6. What is the purpose of reverse tracing? 

A. To attack every possible defect 
B. To identify the earliest historical grievance 
C. To trace authority upstream from the point of contact 
D. To bypass due process 
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7. Which of the following is NOT one of the chain links? 

A. Delegation 
B. Execution 
C. Jurisdiction 
D. Accountability 

8. What happens when lawful authority fails? 

A. Jurisdiction fails by extension 
B. Procedure cures the defect 
C. Enforcement validates the act 
D. Administrative convenience prevails 

9. What should be preserved on the record? 

A. Emotional objections 
B. Political arguments 
C. The first identified break 
D. Every possible grievance 

10. Why should analysis stop at the first break? 

A. Because later defects become irrelevant once authority fails 
B. Because the court decides jurisdiction 
C. Because statutes cure defects 
D. Because process replaces authority 

SECTION II — REVERSE-TRACING ANALYSIS 

For each scenario: 

1. Identify the act. 
2. Identify the claimed authority. 
3. Identify where you begin tracing. 
4. Identify the first break encountered. 
5. State what must be preserved on the record. 
6. Stop. 

Keep answers concise and structural. 

11. A licensing board fines someone for working without a license. 

 

12. A clerk refuses to file a document unless a specific court form is used. 
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13. An agency creates a rule, enforces the rule, and adjudicates violations of the same rule. 

 

14. A judge avoids discussing authority and instead asks whether the proper procedure was 
followed. 

 

15. A state actor says: 

“Comply now and challenge it later.” 

 

16. A judge states that failure to object earlier constitutes waiver. 

 

17. An agency responds: 

“This is simply how we always do things.” 

 

18. A notice of violation contains no sworn complaint, no witness, and no injured party. 

 

SECTION III — DUE PROCESS FILTERS 

If analysis reaches execution or coercive process, apply the Due Process Maxims. 

For each scenario below: 

1. Identify which due process maxim is implicated. 
2. Identify the break. 
3. State what must be preserved on the record. 
4. Stop. 

 

19. A warrant issues without sworn oath or affirmation. 
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20. An administrative hearing officer both investigates and adjudicates the accusation. 

 

21. A person is fined before any hearing occurs. 

 

22. A person is ordered to prove innocence before the accuser presents evidence. 

 

23. A closed hearing is conducted without public record. 

 

24. A criminal penalty is imposed based upon agency policy rather than enacted law. 

 

SECTION IV — POSTURE AND DISCIPLINE 

Answer briefly. 

25. Why is neutral factual identification important before structural conclusion? 

 

26. Why should students avoid filling gaps for the actor? 

 

27. What is the difference between emotional rhetoric and structural truth? 

 

28. Why is concise structural precision generally stronger than philosophical expansion 
during chain analysis? 

 

29. Why must authority be demonstrated rather than presumed from office, title, or 
enforcement? 
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30. What does it mean to preserve a break “on the record”? 

 

SECTION V — READINESS TO ADVANCE 

31. Why is discipline more important than outrage? 

 

32. What does it mean to stop at the first break? 

 

33. Why does lawful process matter even when the outcome appears desirable? 

 

34. What is the danger of confusing force with law? 

 

35. In one paragraph, explain the operational difference between: 

• lawful authority, 
• assumed authority, 
• and arbitrary power. 
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